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Mission Statement:  The mission of Boyle County Agency for Substance Abuse Policy, Inc., is to develop short and long-term strategies and resources which effectively reduce the incidence of smoking and other tobacco use, alcohol misuse and alcohol use disorders, and illegal drug and drug use disorders in Boyle County, Kentucky.
2022 – 2023 Board of Directors of Boyle County ASAP:
Ms. Christy Whitsell, Chairperson                             Rev. James Hunn, Vice Chairperson
Mr. Brent Blevins, Treasurer                                      Ms. Hilary Blevins
Mr. Kevin Caudill                                                          Mr. John Caywood
Ms. Jenny Clark                                                             Ms. Mary Huston
Ms. Paige Lutz                                                               Ms. Kathy Miles, Secretary & Coordinator

Summary of the Year’s Work:  Boyle ASAP members worked hard this fiscal year to remain vigilant about reducing overdose deaths, but to also address community prevention and education efforts.  Our participation in the NIH University of Kentucky Healing Communities Study as a Wave 1 county ended at the beginning of this year.  Boyle County strongly benefitted from the massive amounts of free naloxone distributed throughout the county as a result of the grant.  The overdose death rate for Boyle County residents did decrease from 16 to 15 in this fiscal year.  This, of course, sadly did not meet ASAP’s continuing goal of no overdose deaths in the county.  We continued to support the Harm Reduction Syringe Exchange Program at the Boyle County Health Department through funding from the Kentucky ASAP Harm Reduction grant, and by partnering to offer many overdose prevention and education programs in the city of Danville, as well as rural sections of the county.  Our community connection with Emergency Medical Services was strengthened this year – in part, because of the new position of follow-up social worker created as a result of the Healing Communities Study.  We were also pleased offer a training to a wide cross section of the local provider community on “Trauma-Informed Care” and “Adverse Childhood Experiences”.  School Resource Officers, Peer Support Specialists, and Emergency Services staff were among those who attended.  The end of the fiscal year was highlighted by our county being named the first “Certified Recovery Ready Community” in Kentucky, by Governor Andy Beshear.  Our County Judge Executive accepted the award with gratitude for the many Boyle County residents who work together for the common good through Boyle County ASAP, and shared our organization’s awareness that our efforts must, and will, continue.
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The Board of Directors of Boyle County ASAP wishes to thank Kentucky ASAP and the Office of Drug Control Policy for funding and support made available for our county’s work.  In addition, thanks is due to community residents who made donations and gave of their time and talents throughout the year.

Highlights of Boyle ASAP’s Community Impact in 2022 – 2023:

· Developed a new Strategic Plan, for 2023 through 2025.

· Partnered with Boyle County Schools and Danville Independent Schools to offer a nationally recognized educational program, “Steered Straight”, on the risks of vaping, and an elementary puppet program, “Kids on the Block”.

· For the fifth year, sponsored the “First Responders Thank You Lunch” in November, delivering 266 lunches to 19 work sites.

· Collaborated with Centre College Research Methods in Sociology Class, to research local stigma toward substance use disorders.

· Partnered with The Arts Commission to present a prevention video, “Resilience:  The Faces of Hope”, shown to local student and parent groups, churches, and presented as a workshop at the Kentucky State School Board Association.

· Partnered with other organizations to present a community “Overdose Awareness Day”, attended by 82 children and adults.

· Partnered with The Arts Commission to present a prevention play, “The Tipping Point”, to area school students and community adults.

· Supported area outpatient, intensive outpatient, and residential substance use disorder treatment programs; transitional living programs; and family and recovery support programs.

· Partnered with Hope Network to sponsor a Lunch and Learn for Faith Leaders on Mental Health & SUD Resources.

· Utilized private donations to support the cost of treatment, transitional living, and travel to treatment outside of Boyle County, for 26 women and men.
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