                              BOYLE COUNTY AGENCY FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY, INC.
                                       Monthly Meeting Minutes:  May 26, 2023
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Boyle County Agency for Substance Abuse Policy, Inc., was held on Friday, May 26, 2023, at 8:30 AM, at the Boyle County Health Department, 448 S. 3rd Street, Danville, Kentucky.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairperson, James Hunn.  Board members present:  James Hunn, Brent Blevins, Hilary Blevins, and Mary Huston.  A quorum of the Board was not present.  In addition, there were 19 members in attendance.  All present were welcomed, and introductions made.
Trends, Updates, & New Program Info: 
  A)Recovery Ready Community Certification:  Brent Blevins, Terry Dunn, and Kathy Miles, reported on Boyle County ASAP receiving the first Recovery Ready Community certification from Governor Beshear, on May 18.  The award was accepted by Boyle County Judge Executive Trille Bottom.  All members were thanked for their contributions toward the recognition.   
  B)Health Department Grant to Serve Homeless Update: Roger Fox and Brent Blevins shared data on a  grant received by the Health Department to serve homeless as a result of COVID.  Shepherds House is assisting in the service provision of the grant.  Roger reported 115 calls over the past 4 months, and has met with 48 different individuals.  The average amount of time participants have reported being homeless is 3 weeks.  The need for transitional housing for unhoused people appears to be rising locally, and children who are homeless with their families are being seen.  Many people are temporarily living at Super 8.
                          
Approval of Minutes of March 24, 2023, Meeting, Approval of Minutes of April 28, 2023, Meeting, and Approval of Budgeted Requests for Payments and New Requests:  Due to a lack of a quorum of the Board, action was not taken on these items.
                   *Balance on Donated Funds for Treatment, Travel, Sober Living, & other purposes as approved:  _$ 723.71_
                        
Program Updates:
  -Detention Center:  Chad Holderman reported that the jail census has been very slowly increasing again.  # today is 199.  In any one week, they release 2 or 3 people who have nowhere to go.  
  -Shepherds House:  Ashley Dowell reported that they have openings right now in the Women’s Program.  Shepherds House Run for Recovery will be on July 22, at Keeneland.  This is a major fundraiser.
  -New Vista Prevention:  Katie Gross reported that next Friday there will be a Regional ASAP meeting in Lexington.  A new Youth Empowerment Specialist, Rachel Stanley, has been hired, and is available to help local ASAPs with youth organizations.
  -Syringe Exchange:  Brent Blevins reported that the program has been handing out more emergency food again recently.  KSD recently called the Health Department, to express concern that they had found a few needles on their property.  This is the first call about needles that he has had for a long time.  There is no way of knowing if they come from the Syringe Exchange program or not.
   -Recovery Roadhouse:  Hilary Blevins reported that the Roadhouse is hosting on July 8, from 1:30 to 6, a “Sober Bingo” fundraiser.  The Roadhouse is celebrating 20 years in existence this year.
  -Addiction Recovery Care Crown Recovery:  Brandon Wilson reported on their program’s works program, Destiny Workforce Solutions, focusing on reentry and getting people back into meaningful jobs.  They have some beds open in Springfield, and will soon be opening a program in Owensboro.
  -Danville Police Department: Chief Tony Gray shared that homelessness continues to be a big challenge for his department, with no shelter where people can be taken.  He believes that a site should be found that is accessible to transportation and other resources, as well as easily accessible for patrols by his officers.  He has concerns about a site at the end of Redryer Lane.  He definitely feels planning should continue for a local shelter.  His officers are seeing a significant number of overdoses, with heroin, fentanyl, and other painkillers prevalent.  He is also concerned as warm weather is here, about the mixture of drugs and guns in some areas of the community.
                      EMS Follow-up Visits:  Terry Dunn reported on his continuing follow up visits to homes where an overdose occurred, or other substance use issues or mental health issues were a factor in an EMS call.  To date, for the month of May, he noted 31 home visits, 7 overdoses, 2 deaths, 12 mental health cases (8 of which were for suicidal ideation).

Old Business:
  -Emergency Transitional Housing Update:  Other than earlier reports given by various members, there was no report.
  - Prevention Play planning for next year:  In Mimi Becker’s absence, Kathy Miles stated that Mimi is interested in ideas for a theme for next year’s prevention play, which may be targeted this time for elementary students.  Please share ideas with Kathy or Mimi.
  - Opioid Settlement Funds: A discussion was held revisiting Boyle ASAP’s 7/23/21 Recommendations for the use of Opioid Settlement Funds in Boyle County.  The document containing the previous recommendations was distributed with the meeting agenda.  The discussion resulted in recommendations to add to the previous list: 1) Housing shortages continue to grow as a priority since the original recommendations were compiled; 2) Funds for Casey’s Law petitioner costs, including, but not limited to transportation costs to treatment, and treatment costs not otherwise covered; and 3) the need for centralized coordination previously identified as immediately below the top 5, has continued to grow in importance.  These recommendations will be added to the original document and attached to these minutes.
   -Kathy Miles reminded that June is the final month for funding available for Initial Peer Support training and Continuing Ed training for Peer Supports in Harm Reduction grant.
  -Free Narcan with training is still available by contacting Amy Anness at the Health Department.
  -Casey’s Law brochures:  Kathy Miles noted that the brochures are being updated.  Contact her for copies of the new brochure.
 
New Business:
  -Approval for request previously emailed to board members re:  moving $2464 from Naloxone Purchases for Community into Contract Labor Harm Reduction/Syringe Exchange additional staff was tabled due to lack of a quorum of the board.  It will be on the June agenda.
  -Provisional Data as release by the Governor’s Office, on 2022 Drug Overdose Deaths was shared by Kathy Miles as follows:
      Kentucky:  2127 for 2022 (2257 for 2021) A 5% decline)
      Boyle County residents:  14 for 2022 (16 for 2021)
  -Kathy Miles is updating Speakers Bureau List and List of those willing to transport people to treatment.  Hilary Blevins volunteered to transport women to treatment.  Other volunteers should notify Kathy
  - Kathy Miles announced that Kentucky Youth Advocates “Sowing Resilience:  A Bloom Kentucky Listening” event will be held in Danville, June 13, 7 PM, at Intercounty Energy.  Sponsored by Danville chapter of The Women’s Network.  Meeting focus:  advocacy for kids and families for 2024 Legislature. All are invited to give input on KYA’s 2024 Legislative Agenda.
  -Kathy Miles announced that planning should begin for Overdose Awareness Day (August 31) event,  and a local conference in the Fall, on Substance Use and the Workplace/Fair Chance Employment.  Community partners are welcome to assist in planning and sponsorship of both events.  Contact Kathy.
  -John Broadus and Tiffany Quarles, from the Division of Substance Use Disorders/Prevention in Frankfort are attending this meeting to make us more aware of prevention resources for local organizations, and to have more information about Regional Prevention Centers.  Our RPC is New Vista in Lexington, and they have funds for prevention programs, as well as assistance for programs like Youth Empowerment programs in the schools.  Our county’s assigned Prevention Specialist position is unfilled at this time.  They also are encouraging outreach to Veterans and their children, as well as specific employment groups, such as hairdressers and barbers.  There is now an on-line learning platform for prevention topics – KPU.  

Other Business and Announcements:
  -Healing Communities Ky OPEN training by zoom:  “Overview of Xylazine”.  June 1.  For log-in info, contact Amy Longwill at amy.longwill@uky.edu.
  -Community Event on Sexual Violence sponsored by Ampersand in Lex. on 7-15-23 needs vendors, sponsors, and info tables.  For more info, email Anna Houston at asimpson-houston@ampersandky.org or call Talana Young-Harris at 859-255-5786.
  - Anti Stigma Training available through Healing Communities Study on You Tube:  https://youtube/S66ZhhepeZs.
  -New Start Adolescent Alcohol and Drug Treatment Center, operated by Sunrise, Bronston (Pulaski County). Serves boys, ages 12 to 17. Email:  intake@sunrise.org, or Call 606-256-1042.
  -Deaf Sober Gatherings by zoom (ASL only):  Every Monday, 6:30 to 7:30 EST. ID81574961747. PW: Sober.  
  -“Sarah’s Heart” Bereavement Camp for Kids, June 2, 9 to 4:30.  Camp Horsin’ Around.  Kids                   ages 6 to 12. Sponsored by Heritage Hospice.  No charge.  Register by May 12, email to Casey Miller at cmiller@heritagehospice.com.
  - Compassionate Friends Support Group for Parents who are grieving the loss of a child: Meets 1st Tuesday, each month, 6 PM, at Heritage Hospice.  For info, contact Dana Lawhorn at 859-319-1419

                                                                                                  Respectfully submitted,
 
                                                                                                  Kathy L. Miles, Secretary
              
**Next Meeting:  June 23, 8:30 AM, at Boyle County Health Department.  This will be the Annual Meeting of the Corporation with election of Board Members and Officers, as well as the regular Monthly Meeting.
                          
